
 
 
 

 
Architectural Review Board  

Meeting Agenda 
 

Thursday, December 12, 2024 at 5:30 p.m. 
City of Carpinteria, Council Chamber 

5775 Carpinteria Avenue, Carpinteria, CA 93013 
 

In-Person Meeting and Virtual Participation Options 
 

 
 
Attendance:  
 

• Attend the in-person meeting in City Council Chambers at City Hall (5775 
Carpinteria Ave.)  

• View the meeting live through the City’s website (https://carpinteriaca.gov/city-
hall/agendas-meetings) on your computer, tablet or smartphone. 

• View the meeting on Government Access Television Channel 21 (broadcast live) 
• Call 669-900-9128 (and enter Webinar ID 847 8623 3577) to listen to the meeting 

on your phone. 

• Join the City’s Zoom webinar from your computer, tablet, or smartphone 
by CLICKING HERE. Alternatively, you can join the Zoom webinar by logging on 
to zoom.us, downloading the application, selecting "Join Meeting", and entering 
Webinar ID 847 8623 3577. 

 
Public Comments: 

• Provide a live public comment during the in-person meeting in City Council 
Chambers at City Hall (5775 Carpinteria Ave). Please note the City has the 
discretion to limit the speaker's time for any meeting or agenda matter. Typically, 
the practice has been three minutes per speaker on each item.  

• Submit a written comment (as either a general public comment or on a specific 
agenda item) to be distributed to the Architectural Review Board by 12:00 P.M. 
on the day of the meeting by either submitting your comment via (1) email to 
PublicComment@carpinteriaca.gov, or (2) the eComment link on the City's 
agenda website (https://carpinteriaca.gov/city-hall/agendas-meetings). Please 
reference the agenda item to which your comment pertains. Note that written 
comments will not be read into the record during the meeting. 

 
 

https://carpinteriaca.gov/city-hall/agendas-meetings
https://carpinteriaca.gov/city-hall/agendas-meetings
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84786233577
https://www.zoom.us/
mailto:PublicComment@carpinteriaca.gov
file://COC5H/CDD/LORENA/Agendas/ARB/2022/(https:/carpinteriaca.gov/city-hall/agendas-meetings)


• Provide a live comment through the City’s Zoom webinar platform (through the 
link provided above). To make public comments through this platform please use 
the “raise your hand” feature to notify staff that you would like to make a public 
comment during designated public comment times. Once it is your turn to provide 
a public comment, staff will unmute your microphone and you will be given a 
designated amount of time to provide your comment (typically, the practice has 
been up to 3 minutes per speaker on each item).  At the end of your comment, 
staff will once again mute your microphone. 

 
Architectural Review Boardmembers: 
 
Brad Stein, Chair 
Amy Blakemore, Vice Chair 
Richard E. Johnson 
Richard Little 
Patrick O’Connor 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
This is a time for public comments on matters not otherwise on the agenda but within 
the subject matter jurisdiction of the Architectural Review Board. Comments shall be 
limited to 15 minutes, divided among those persons desiring to speak, but no person 
shall speak longer than five minutes. Persons wishing to speak on a specific item will be 
recognized at the time the agenda item is considered.  
 
The City is not responsible for the content of statements made during the public 
comment period, or the factual accuracy of any such statements. 
 
PROJECT REVIEW 
 
If you have questions regarding any project listed below, please contact the Community 
Development Department at (805) 755-4410. 
 
Review Procedure: 

- Disclosure of ex parte communications 
- Staff presentation 
- Applicant presentation 
- Public comment 
- Review by ARB 
- Recommendation by ARB 

 



 
1. Project:  Surfliner Inn, Project 23-2254-DP/CUP/CDP/ARB 

Address:  399 & 499 Linden Avenue 
Applicants:  R. W. Hollis, Jr., Manager, 499 Linden Managers, LLC 
Planner:  Brian Banks     

 
Request of R. W. Hollis, Jr., Manager, 499 Linden Managers, LLC, to consider 
Project 23-2254-DP/CUP/CDP/ARB for preliminary review of a proposal to 
construct a new 36-room hotel with a manager’s unit, restaurant, and visitor center 
at 499 Linden Avenue (City Parking Lot #3), and construction of a new surface 
public parking lot on the vacant City-owned lot between the Union Pacific Railroad 
(UPRR) corridor and Amtrak Carpinteria Train Station to the north and The Spot 
restaurant and unpaved parking area to the south (“Parking Lot #4”). The proposed 
hotel would be located nearest the Linden Avenue/Fifth Street intersection with the 
remainder of the parcel consisting of 46 parking spaces. The new 93 space public 
parking lot (Parking Lot #4) would include public restrooms and coastal trail 
improvements, and would be accessed from Linden Avenue with emergency 
access provided from Elm Avenue. The project also includes new landscaping and 
stormwater improvements. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
2.  Action Minutes of the Architectural Review Board Meeting of November 14, 2024. 
 
MATTERS REFERRED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION/CITY COUNCIL 
 
MATTERS PRESENTED BY STAFF 
 
MATTERS PRESENTED BY BOARDMEMBERS 
 
ATTENDANCE OF BOARDMEMBERS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next regular Architectural Review Board meeting will be held on 
Thursday, January 16, 2025. 
 
NOTES 
For those projects that do not require Planning Commission approval, recommendations 
for preliminary approval by the Architectural Review Board will be forwarded to the 
Community Development Director for a decision. Those Community Development 
Director decisions that are appealable pursuant to CMC §14.12.020(2) may be appealed 



to the Planning Commission. Appeals must be filed with the City Clerk within 10 calendar 
days of the Director’s action. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact Lorena Esparza in the Community 
Development Department at (805) 755-4410 (LorenaE@carpinteriaca.gov) or the 
California Relay Service at (866) 735-2929. Notification 2 business days prior to the 
meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements for accessibility to this 
meeting. 
 
This agenda was posted on Thursday, December 5, 2024 in the Community 
Development Department, on the City Hall Public Notices Board, and on the City 
Website. 

mailto:LorenaE@carpinteriaca.gov
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installation of underground retention chambers to treat and limit storm water discharge from the 

site.  

Grading 

Total grading for the proposed project would include approximately 1,160 cubic yards of cut, 360 

cubic yards of fill, and 800 cubic yards of export:  

Cut (CY) Fill (CY) Export (CY) 

Hotel Site 340 330 10 

Parking Lot #4 820 30 790 

Total 1,160 360 800 

Preliminary plans are included as Attachment A. 

PROJECT SETTING 

The site of the proposed hotel is currently a City public parking lot (“Lot 3”) with 113 parking 

spaces and a public restroom located along the Linden Avenue corridor. The hotel site is 

bounded by Fifth Street to the north, Linden Avenue to the east, the Union Pacific Rail Road 

(“UPRR”) corridor and Amtrak platform to the south, and the Carpinteria Community Garden 

Park to the west. The proposed new City public parking lot site (“Lot 4”) is currently a vacant 

parcel and is bounded by the UPRR tracks to the north; Linden Avenue and Tomol Interpretive 

Play Area to the east; The Spot restaurant and residences to the south; and the remainder of the 

City-owned vacant parcel to the west. 

The area contains a mix of building types and land uses that reflect the historically varied 

development of the City's downtown and beach neighborhood areas over the decades. The 

structures in the area are equally varied in their size, scale, mass, and appearance, and range 

from one-story to three-stories with a multitude of architectural styles. The immediate area 

surrounding the proposed project site contains a market, retail shops, restaurants, a brewery, 

offices, apartment buildings, single-family residences, and the variety of uses within the historic 

packing warehouses. The Carpinteria Community Garden Park, the Tomol Interpretive Play 

Area, Linden Field open space, and the interim Linden to Holly Trail represent surrounding 

public open space amenities that add to the variety of land uses in the area. 

The proposed hotel site within Lot 3 is designated General Commercial (GC) on the City's 

General Plan/Coastal Plan Land Use Plan (GP/CLUP) Map and is located within Community 

Design Subarea 2: Downtown/Old Town District by the Community Design Element of the 

GP/CLUP and immediately abuts Community Design Subarea 2a, the Downtown Core District 

along Linden Avenue. The hotel site is zoned Commercial Planned Development (CPD), and is 

not subject to any Overlay Districts. The City acquired the parcel in 1989, with the zoning 

designation of CPD. 

The proposed new Lot 4 site is designated Open Space/Recreation (OSR) on the City's General 

Plan/Coastal Plan Land Use Plan Map and is located within Community Design Subarea 1: 
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